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This course offers an in-depth coverage of one particular European
. region (Eastern Europe), immersing the students in its history,
A A geography, cultural practices and institutions, art, literature, film,
etc.
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- to help students acquire a strong | 1.1,1.2,1.3,3.1
1 background knowledge of the cultures
of Eastern Europe
- to help students develop, in the | 1.1, 3.3,4.2
) spirit of humanism, a true interest in
the civilizations and peoples of this
part of the world
- to familiarize students with |2.1,2.2
3 specific tourism histories, practices,
locales, etc.
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Preliminary matters

1: Real and Imaginary in Eastern Europe: Areas, Regions, Specificities

2: Western representations of Eastern Europe

Eastern Europe, history and culture

: Historical Roots: Various Easts

: Medieval Eastern Europe and Its Cultural Heritage

: Empires in the East

- Nations in the East: Identity, Revolution, Nationalism and Conflict in the 19" Century
: Modernity and War: Eastern Europe in the First Half of the 20" Century
: The Iron Curtain and the Cold War BOOK: Darkness at Noon

: Eastern Europe post 1989

Highlights in Eastern European Cultures

10: The Arts in the East

11: Eastern Europe today: Literature BOOK: The Unbearable Lightness of Being
12: Eastern Europe today: Film

13: Eastern Europe today: Music

Country Focus (Tourism & Travel)

14: Country Focus: Baltic States

15: Country Focus: Poland

16: Country Focus: Czech Republic, Slovakia

17: Country Focus: Hungary & Romania

18: Country Focus: Bulgaria, Albania, Former Yugoslavia
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Journals, reading reports,  email

30 . . .
questions/comments on reading materials
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Visual and audio-support

The course relies heavily on musical and visual material.
Other materials include:

- Feature films (excerpts will be screened in-class; full
pre-viewing is possible, but not required): the portfolio
includes highlights of Eastern cinema (films by Wajda,
Kieslowski, Mungiu, Kusturica, Forman, etc.), as well as
several Western European films focusing on the East
(Dracula, communism, cold-war, etc.);

- Documentary films (excerpts will be screened in-class;
full pre-viewing is possible, but not required): the portfolio
includes award-winning tourist films as well as historical
documentaries;

- Shorts (in-class screening);




Music and video clips (in-class audition): the portfolio
includes classical (from Renaissance to Smetana, Liszt,
Enescu, and Bartok), jazz (from Baltic dixieland to
Romanian-Armenian fusion projects), rock (from the
Plastic People of the Universe of Vaclav Havel fame to
Moldova’s one and only Zdob-si-Zdub), and folklore
(including gypsy brass-bands, Romanian ‘bucium’—Ilong
tube—music, and Balkan common-themed music and
dance). It also includes numerous clips with traditional
dances, costumes, instruments, etc.




