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This course is designed to introduce to the students two types of speculative
literature: fantasy and sci-fi. The emphasis would be placed on the ambiguous
dichotomy and dialectical ambiguity of two essential schools of thought:

sRF2EE 4} | humanism and posthumanism. To better understand the speculative literature,
we will have recourse to several contemporary theorists and/or thinkers, such
as Cary Wolfe, Donna Haraway, Katherine Hayles, Bruno Latour, and Michel
Serres. We will devote our discussion to the works of European si-fi/fantasy
writers of eight countries. In an age of information technology where almost
every kind of knowledge is on the Internet, speculative literature plays a
crucial role to show not so much the restoration of a non-existent fantastic
world, as the stimulation and evolution of culturally-modified fantasy and the
making of fantasy in the posthumanist experiences.
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Tentative Schedule

. Orientation Meeting

Humanism

. The Encyclopedia of the Dead by Danilo Kis (Jugoslavija)
. The Tartar Steppe by Dino Buzzati (Italy)

. 1985 by Dalos Gyorgy (Hungary)

. Metamorphosis by Kafka (Germany)

. The Penal Colony by Kafka (Germany)

. Death and the Penguin by Andrey Kurkov (Ukrain)

. Individual Conference

Post-Humanism

The Nightwatch by Sergei Lukyanenko (Russia)
Empire of the Ants by Bernard Werber (France)
Planet of the Apes by Pierre Boulle (France)

The Swarm by Frank Schétzing (German)

The Carpet Makers by Andreas Eschbach (German)
The Periodic Table by Primo Levi (Italy)

The Cloven Viscount by Italo Calvino (ltaly)
Solaris by Stanislaw Lem (Poland)

Oral Presentation
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SElLE The instructor will conduct mostly interactive lectures.

et Questions will be prepared for the students to discuss.
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Being present in the class means to share their
0,
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& s 30% | Oral presentation

O pRREE

O HH

o EHi: 40% | Final term paper

W

i
I
m

Barron, Neil, ed. Anatomy of Wonder 4: A Critical
Guide to Science Fiction. New Providence, NJ:
Bowker, 1995.

Brown, Charles N. and Contento, William G., eds.
Science Fiction in Print — 1985: A Comprehensive
Bibliography of Books and Short Fiction Published in
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