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As travel has become a major leisure activity in modern life, travel
writing also attracts more attention from the public. This course
aims to instruct students to read all kinds of travel writings and
discuss major issues in this genre. What we see in our journey
perhaps is not just the other, but ourselves.
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Introduction

The East in the Eye of the Westerners
Travels of Marco Polo
“Formosa the Beautiful”, The National Geographic, March

1920

Roland Barthes, Empire of Signs
The World in the Eye of a Chinese
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Cultural Difference Paul Theroux, To the Ends of the Earth
Che Guevara, Motorcycle Diaries




Oral presentation: bring a photo or souvenir that reminds you of the most
unforgettable travel experience
fieldwork day

Film viewing and discussion: “Life and Debt”

Women Travelers excerpts from Maiden Voyages
Submission: Reading report: choose one travel book and write your comments in
800 words in English, or 1000 words in Chinese
Pilgrim and Religion Ibn Battutah, The Travels of Ibn Battutah
Slave Trade and Middle Passage Olaudah Equiano, The
Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano
Global Travler and Consumerism  Pico Iyer, ‘The Global
Market Place’, from The Global Soul
Ecology and Tourism Jamaica Kincaid, A Small Place
Why Travel? Why Writing Tim Youngs, ‘Where Are We
Going? Cross-border Approaches to Travel Writing’
Term-paper due
Requirements: feedback or comments on each assigned reading (not less than 300
words in Chinese); oral presentation 15 minutes; reading report: 1000 words;
term-papers: 8000 words
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